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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections '35 use §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particuiariy pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 19 recites the limitation "the unauthorized configuration task" in line 13. 
There Is insufflcient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

4. Claims 1-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Reichmeyer et al (Hereafter, Reichmeyer), U.S. Pat. No. 6,286,038. 

Regarding claim 1 , Reichmeyer teaches a method of configuring a distributed 
computer system, the method comprising: refraining from executing a non-autonomous 
configuration task (= manual or partially manual configuration) of a plurality of 
configuration tasks (= fully manual, fully automatic, partially manual, partially automatic 
configuration) of an autonomy-based configuration procedure until authorization is 
received [see Fig. 6 and Col. 10, Lines 26-53]. 
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Regarding claims 2-5, Relchmeyer furtlier teaches a method in accordance with 
claini 1 , further comprising: identifying the non-autonomous configuration task based on 
an autonomy criteria (= parameters), and wherein the autonomy criteria specifies at 
least one non-autonomous configuration task (= manual or partially manual), and 
wherein the autonomy criteria specify an autonomy policy identifying characteristics of 
non-autonomous configuration tasks, and wherein the autonomy criteria comprise a 
plurality of rules for identifying the non-autonomous configuration tasks [see Col. 10, 
Lines 26-53]. 

Regarding claim 6, Relchmeyer further teaches a method in accordance with 
claim 1 , further comprising: establishing the autonomy criteria by entering criteria 
information. through a user interface [see Fig. 3 and Col. 10, Lines 26-53]. 

Regarding claim 7, Relchmeyer further teaches a method in accordance with 
claim 1 , further comprising: executing the non-autonomous configuration task when 
authorization is received [see Col; 10, Lines 26-53 and Col. 13. Lines 17-40]. 

Regarding claim 8. Relchmeyer further teaches a method in accordance with 
claim 1 , wherein the non-autonomous configuration task comprises instructions to 
change a configuration parameter of a device [see Col. 10, Lines 26-53]. 
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Regarding claims 9-14, Reichmeyer further teaches a method in accordance with 
claim 1 , wherein the non-autonomous configuration task comprises instructions to 
create a configuration object and wherein the non-autonomous configuriation task 
comprises instructions to change a configuration object and wherein the instructions to 
change a configuration object comprise instructions to associate the configuration object 
with at least one other configuration object and wherein the instructions to change a 
configuration object comprise instructions to create an additional configuration object 
based on the configuration object and wherein the instructions to change a configuration 
object comprise instructions instructing the configuration object to perform a function 
upon the configuration object and wherein the instructions to change a configuration 
object comprise instructions instructing the configuration object to perform a function 
upon another configuration object [see Col. 3, Lines 6-29 and Col. 9, Line 34 to Col. 1 1 , 
Line 14 and Col. 13, Lines 13-14]. 

Regarding claim 1 5, Reichmeyer teaches a method of configuring a distributed 
computer system, the method comprising: 

retrieving autonomy criteria identifying at least one non-autonomous 
configuration task that should hot be autonomously executed [see Abstract and Fig. 3]; 

identifying the at least one non-autonomous configuration task by applying the 
autonomy criteria (= parameters) to each configuration task of an autonomy-based 
configuration procedure for configuring a distributed computer system [see Col 9, Line 
34 to col. 10, Line 25]; 
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requesting authorization for executing the at least one configuration Xask and 
refraining from executing the non-autonomous configuration task (= manual or partially 
manual configuration) until authorization is received from an administrator [see Fig. 6 
and Col. 10, Lines 26-53]. 

Regarding claims 16-18, Reichmeyer further teaches a method In accordance 
with claim 15, wherein the requesting comprises: generating an inquiry identifying the at 
least one non-autonomous configuration task and indicating that administrator input is 
required to execute the unauthorized configuration task and executing the non- 
autonomous configuration task after the administrator input is received, the 
administrator input acknowledging the unauthorized configuration task should be 
executed and aborting the configuration procedure when the administrator input is 
received, the administrator input indicating the non-autonomous configuration task 
should not be executed [see Col. 3, Lines 6-29 and Col. 9, Line 34 to Col. 1 1 , Line 14 
and Col. 13, Lines 13-14]. 

Regarding claim 19, Reichmeyer teaches a method of configuring a distributed 
computer system, the method comprising: 

receiving autonomy criteria entered by an administrator through a user interface 
[see Fig. 3 and Col. 10, Lines 26-53];. 

retrieving autonomy criteria identifying at least one non-autonomous 
configuration task (= manual or partially manual configuration) that should not be 
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executed without autliorization, the non-autonomous configuration tasl< resulting in a 
change of at least one configuration parameter when executed [see Abstract and Fig. 

31; 

identifying the at least one non-autonomous configuration task by applying the 
autonomy criteria to each configuration task of an autonomy-based configuration 
procedure for configuring a distributed computer system [see Col 9, Line 34 to col. 10, 
Line 25]; 

requesting authorization for executing the at least one non-autonomous 
configuration task (= manual or partially manual configuration) and refraining from 
executing the unauthorized configuration task until authorization is received from an 
administrator [see Fig. 6 and Col. 10,.Lines 26-53]. 

Claims 20-23 are rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claims 15- 

18. 

Claims 24-27 are rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claims 1 5- 

18, 

Claims 28-41 are rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claims 1- 

14. 

Claims 42-45 are rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claims 1 5- 

18. 

Claims 46-49 are rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claims 1 5- 

18. 
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6. A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS ACTION IS 
SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS 
COMMUNICATION. FAILURE TO RESPOND WITHIN THE PERIOD FOR 
RESPONSE WILL CAUSE THE APPLICATION TO BECOME ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. 
§ 133). EXTENSIONS OF TIME MAY BE OBTAINED UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF 
37 CAR 1.136(A). 
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7. Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner sliould be directed to Philip Iran whose telephone number Is (571 ) 272-3991 . 
The Group fax phone number is (571 ) 273-8300. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar, can be reached on 
(571)272-4006. 

8. Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
infomation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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